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Re: Crime Classification for the Kent Heitholt case
Dear Ms Zellner

This report contains my classification of the Kent Hertholi hommeide. | have had
the opportunity 1o review the crime scene photographs, the pohce mvestipation
interviews, depositions of key witnesses. affidavit of Dy, Larry Blum. media reports, the
article, "A Father's Obsession” in the mapgazine Inside Columbia. and vicw the 48-H e
documentarv of the trial of Ryan Ferguson.

The basis for the classification is the steps outlhined i the Crime Classificanion
Manual (Douglas, et al. 2006),

Crime Classification

Basis To classify a cryme using the Crime Classification Mimual, one needs 1o ack
queshens about the victim. the crime scene, and the natwie of the victim-alfender
relationship. The answers 1o these questions will guide the analysis (oward making a
decision on how best to classify the offender. A cautionary note, however, ihe analysis
wiil depend on the quahity of the information svailable

The following crime scene analysis will describe the key elements in classifying and
solving the violent crime that befell Kent Heitholl. The key elements 10 be discussed are:
victimology, crime scene ndicators, staging, forensic findings and investigative
considerations.

-
A ictimology

Who was the victim? Kent Heitholt was the 40-year-old Sports Editor for the Columbia
Tribune newspaper. He was marned with a son and daughter. He was 6'4" 315 Ihs, had
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diabetes and Ingh blood pressure that he comtrolled with medicanon. He was deseriberd ae
aworkzhohic

did know his offender. 13is schedule of Teaving carly in the mornmge when the compuiers
were lurned off (around Zam) was known to all mght workers at the newspaper. 1 1his

had been a rabbery motive by a stranger. more hikely than not, there would not have heen
amurder. The focus of the anack was to the neck and face  The intense beating 10 these
arcasmore often than net imphes both a personal relationship and o knovr angry
offender Also. the offender was sware of ihe arca and netehborhiood. Fe was in g
comtert zone and knevs ihe work mal of the vichm

Risk of KXent Heitholt becoming a vicm? Kent Heitholt would he considered a low rsk
vichm given s size. However, he was also low yisk given the fact that severa) work ers
would be Jeaving the building about the same 1ime. And. the narking lot was well-111,

What sk did the offepder take in this crime? The rsk was moderate for am offender:
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observed by others except those leaving the buslding. It was Halloween which elevated
the nsk somewhat due 10 morc people possibly bemp in the area.

Was there any vichim-offender wnteraction?  There 1s no evidence that people in the

newspaper building heard any nosse, velling or screaming. Forensic pathologist Dr.
Larry Blum's opinzon 1s that the Jikely sequence of cvents i this erime 1< that the vietin
was brought to the ground by pressure on the neck resuliing an a hyold bone fracthure with
associated multiple blunt rauma, Dy, Blum continues 16 opine that the victim was {hen
siruck repeatedly on the head, by the rear wheel on the driver's side of the car, and then
he was strangled with his own helt. The liganire stranpulation guickly silenced the
NICTET.

Crime Scene Indicators

How many crime scenes are mvolved in the offense”? There were three locations of bload
evidence: the mside of the vietim's car, the hood of the car and the 1ef rear 1ire arca.

The first Jocation was where Kent Heitholt encountered the assailant who stuck i
while he was inside the car. 1t was reported thal Kent Heitholt opencd his car door 1o pet
food for the stray cat he fed every night. There were drops of blood on the inside of the
driver side window, on the window edge, and the boettom of the door j1am. There was
blood on the floor mat and appears to be a smudge on a piece of paper in his bricfeasce.
Theblow to the throat occurred while he was getting i or out of the car.

The second Jocation was outside of the car where there were drops of blood on the
outside window wherc he was hit on the head, rendenng him to fall to the ground. There
15 evidence of defense wounds on his hands and evidence of abrasions on his [ace,
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The third Tocation was the murder scene where Kent Heatholt was sirangled vath the hel
frorm his trousers.

The autopsy report noted 1) asphyxia doe 1o compression of the neck by stranguiation
with fracture of the hyoid bone; 2) hgature mark of the neck: 3} blunt impacis 1o the head
with lacerations of the scalp; 4) abrasions and contusions of both hands.

Environment/Place The envircnment of 4 cryme seenerefers o e conditions o
arcumsiances in which the offense occurs The Kent Hertholt crmme stans ouidoors, m
his ewn carin the early mormme howrs The locanon was 3 well-lighted parking ot for
the newspaper i a medium sized caty. The vicnny was killed quicklv. within -10
minites. as opined by Dy I3hum. There was no evidence that the offender staved lonoer w
the crime scene,

The assmlant meihodically planned the trng of the enme. hemg aware that K eny
Hestholt Jeft the building cvery rupht around 2am.

Criminals who plan crimes typrealiy cormmit them 1 areas whereby they fee
cormnfortable. An assailant who has works or hves in the area would develop a cerfam
level of comfort prior 1o the erime. He wouid be famshar with the victim's habits and
leam the rontine of his workpiace.

Time The nme clemeni 15 extremel v important in 1this casce. The NCWSPARCT computers
were tumed off at 2:08am. Kent Heitholl was scen leaving by Shawna Omi sround
2:10am. Michacl Boyd 1s the last known workplace person with the victim. Boyd sad
he lefi the buslding at 2:00am, although others say it was cather, hetween 1:00am and
1:45am. Boyd, in a telephone mlerview with Detective Short states he wag standing by
Kent Heitholt's car talking 1o him from 2:10-2:20am. Kent Heithol('s hodv was noted at
2:26and 911 was called. Allernpts 1o revive him made by paramedics at the scene were
unsuccessul.

How many offenders? There is no evidence at the crime scene (o suggest more than one
offender. There was testimony that rwo white young men werce observed near Kent
Heitholt's car with one staling that there was a man hurt. The fwo men walked to the
ouilding, called out 10 the cleaming stafl and then walked away from the scene.

Organized/Disorganized/ Physical ividence/Weapon The amount of orgamzation or
disorganization at the crime scene will tel] much about the offender’s level of eriminal
sophistication. It will also tell how the offender was able 1o control his victim. 1 is rarc
that the crime scene will be completely organized or disorganized but more hikely to rest
on a continuum between the two extremes of the orderly ta the disarrayed crime scenc.

The crime scene was organized. There was minumal forensic evidence available zt the
crime scene. There was no weapon found. The stealth of the offender shows he had
planned the crime and was well organized and struck quicklhy.



Was a weapon ¢f choice brought 10 the scene by the oifonder or wasii a weapon of
opportunity acquired at the scene? There was no weapon feund for the hlunt head 1rauma

suggesting that a weapon of choice was brought 1o the scene. D Blum epines that the
ahsence of skul! fractures would reasonabiy rule out a hire on as the murder weapon
™
I

he higature vsed 1o sira PHethal was acginrud at the soone suppesiing
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offender was determined 1o kil the victm, Beth tvpes ol mry mdicate ths was o

1
nersonal tvpe cnme and that the offender was knovwn 1o the vichm,

Rody Disposition
Was the body openly displayed or otherwase placed in s dehherate manner 1o insare
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discovery?

The body was meant (o be found. 11 was not concealed hut Teft openly after the death
The body was not covered i a deliberate manner but just discarded. There was no
remorse to the act

liems Jeft/missing

Were any Jiems missing? Victim's wallet was untouched wn his car as were packaped
coins m full view. The car keys, a Timex walch, and part of a bell were missing. The
offender took 1tems that could have contained fingerprnts to lude the evidence.

Staging

Staging 15 the purpescful alieration of a erime scene. The missing nems that have never
been found can be evidence of staping to make the crime appear 10 be a robhery ar 1o
hide evidence.

Forensic Findings Forensic findings incude the analvsis of physical evidence
pertaming to a crime. This evidence offers objective facls specific 1o the commission of a
cnme. The pnmary sources of physical evidence are 1he victim, the suspect. and the
crime scene. Secandary sources include the home or environment. Medical reports and
autopsy reports are critical evidence

In this case. the most cnihical forensic finding is the DNA analvsis. I'B] Lab reports were

negative for 2 suspects. Nothing matched - not hair in viciim's hands, nor fingerprints on
the victim's car, nor shoe print at scene.

Cause of Death The mechanism of death is often a determimng factor when attempting
to classify a homicide. Swrangulation i1s common (o the more personal crimes where there
15 a relationship between offender and victim.

Kent Heitholt died from asphyxia, due to compression of his neck by strangutation.

The manner of death was ruled a homicide,



Franma The type, cxtent. and [ocus of inpury sustaned by the victin are additions!
cntical factors used o classify u crime Cuerkoll Siaal battery, tarfre, imutilation. bite
marks are examples of forensic findings that can poal 10 g specific type of homiaide and
thus s possible motive for the offense

There was addimonal trauma o the victim. There were abrasions and lacerations 1a s
head. brmsing arcund the face and eve suggesting 11 ceparate strkes to the head. There
was s large conrusion 1o his kneecap that could have heen canscd Dy i Rlov o afal) e
s knees. There are muliple imuries an the tops of hoth hands, The pathologst r
Adelstein. suggested 11 could be congisient with dragpmye of s hand alone the pronnd,
bemp st an the hand. oy from seli-defense wonnds

The hmear marks o the neck match 1o 2 fragiment ot a pariel festher helt that swas Toumnd
althe seenes There were broken carnilages that exiended from the vicym's s and the

hvord bone was hroken,

There were petechiac hemorrhages in the viethm's cyves which somndicatve of peeple who
die ol asphyyiation. Dr. Adelsiem's apinion was thal somcene Sithng om the vichn,
assering force on the neck. had the victm g face down,

Classification
The classificanen of this crime is a Revenge Kaiihnyp

Accordmg o the Crime Classificaiion Manual, a revenge kthmpgoamvolves the yarder of
anothey personn retahianon fov a perceived wrong.real ovamagined. commitied against
the offender or a signihicant other. This hype of cime penerally mnvolves a stiong
personal velationship whereby a great deal of conflics develops between the victim and
the offender. The extensive damage 10 the victin's face and neck imphes not only a
persomal relanonship but deep seated ANTMOSIY, aNger Or Tevenge.

When revenpe 1s the motive, the victim usually knows the offender, but somethimg i the
victim's hiegs related directly 1o the actions of the offender. There i< a significant event
oranteraction thal hnks the offender 1o the victim. The revenpge mobive penerated by this
cvent may be unknown to the victim or 1o [he victim's family or friends.
An offender who has brooded over the victim's affront very offen demonstrates a less
spontaneous crime that 1s reflected by the well-ordered crime scene. However, the
mission oriented offender may not be expenenced m criminal activity. Some offenders
are often i a highly charged emotional state due to extensive fantasizing aboul the act of
vengeance. The crime scene may reflect this mexperience, with a clear shift fram an
organized 1o a disorpanized behavior; the offense is well planned up to the point of
killing. This may be manifested by a skillfu] approach to the crime scene (leaving no
physical evidence) then a blitz style of attack foliowed by a rapid exit, with the offender
leaving an abundance of physical evidence The amount of physical evidence left by the



offender s related 1o the depree of offender soplsthcation. state af mind. use of

drugs/aicohol, and other similar factors,
The weapon s most often a weapon of chaice. broupht to the scene.

The kalhmg is close range and confroniational The offender dernves sunsisciion of
wilpessing justice” rendered. Contact wounds are prevaien! The presence of defensive

wounds s possible and arcrclated 1 part toihe aflender s skl

Atterthe offense, thore s allen a sense aof reied oo the part of the ofTendor The tiseon
has heen aceomphshed, He may cven stay 1o savar the achies oment. The death of the
victnos resnies n the eves of ihe offender: s restimnon,

The preapiating event that hnks the victim and o ffender s the key poimt of the
mveshigation. However. this eventmay hold signiiicance oniv 1o the offender and may
not be obvious 1o those associated with exther the offender or the victnn, N may not he
obvious to the mvestigater ather. i this case. there had been a company pathermg that
diav of Kent Hettholl's Sih ."lﬂni\»’(‘TSﬂT'_\-‘ as Snoris Fdior 1wse nod h_\‘uz”ﬂ]i‘}:\l(‘ﬂ ac to whio

did not anend.

The offender may have kept the weapon and his elathing from the offense as mement os
from which renewed satisfachion that justice has been served ean be derived . There Ay
be newspaper accounts and other items at the offender’s residence.

The pohce. early in their investipation, had focused on wentfving anv enenmes that Kent
Heitholt had. Vhis wife and danghiter said 1that he would receive phane calls from people
disagreeing with Jns column. However, this line ol investigation did not extend 1o
ermmployees at the newspaper who may have had conflicts with the victim,

For example. police never investigated or collecicd DNA evidence from the act person
who saw Kent Heithelt alive. They had condueted a telephone interview of Michael Bovd
the mght of the murder even though he had taveled hack 1o the murder scene alier beimng
called by a newspapcr employee.

What aspects of the crimie scene point away from the Rvan Fersuson? The police
mvestigation focused on Ryan Ferouson as the suspect and he was eventually arrested.
charged and convicted  However, the crime classificalion poInts away from Ryan
Ferguson for several reasons.

I. Ryan Ferguson, at age 17, was a junior in high school and had been partying at a
mghtclub, By George. The club closed at jis required time of 1:30am. Although »
motive was ascribed to Ryan Ferguson as needing money for more partying, he would
not have been able to return 1o the club as it was closed. There was no motive for him to
ntentionally kill someone in such a personal crime or with such anger. There s no
evidence of 2 weapon. And he did not know Kent Heitholt or have any interaclions with
ham.

O



2. Ryan Ferguson drove his car to the club. There s no evidence of his car heing near the
newspaper office. Telephone records report he called his sister ai 1:1%am and that he
madc a series of calls between 11471 and 2:10am. This left ne fime for bim (o commit a
murder. Also, Komberly Bennett's affidavit states that she saw Ryan Ferguson and
Charles Enksan leave the ciuh, enter Ferpuson's car, and depart the area nerihbound.

3. Ryan Ferguson had been drinlanp atthe club. 1t would have heen o disorganized crime
scene with far more evidence found ot the crime seene,

4. Rvan Ferguson had no prorrecord of any type of antisocial behavien

50 The bme hine of 200 0am - 2:24am to comnut a 5149 numie murder 19 100 Hght o Drme

]
period tor Ryven Ferguson to have commaticd the erome and leave ro evidence

O Ryan Ferouson’s DNA Gid notimatceh the cvdence foond on the viehm

7. 1The had been one of the two young men seen around Kent Heitholt's car, teenage
behavior dictates that he would have run away when called out by people at the
newspaper buiiding.

8. Ryan Ferguson was hallthe size ol Kont Hewtholt i terms of Herpht and weight.

Pwillupdate this report should addiienal miatenals hecome availahle.

Sincerely,

o bt B

Ann Wolbert Burgess, DNSe
Chnical Speciahist in Psvehiatne Nursing
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before me this _& "7 day
of February, 2011
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